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- RRTICLE APPEARED
ON PAGER

g WASHINGTON—-R ls, by- all ac
s, counts, the most unusual courtroom=:
-in America. Two heavy bank-vault.:]
doors, each with a combination lock;:
bar . T.he -publict-An: »-electromc
{“sweep.is- conducted before" eachg
-session:'to prevent buggmg.; Even’
:the “‘defendant’ is not permitted in-"
: sxde, Indeed, he is'no mformed 0
thep roceedings.” M ST
<.Such are the ught secunty pre-:
:-cautions for the U.S. Foreign Intel- -
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£ Seshn
.m—ecy in thacourt’s operations’ was*?,
;w-'ztten intolaw so sispected Sowet g
;,‘sples, foreign terronsts or American:

couaborators. wquld .not. 'Lnow tha\t.ri

thatapply.tc so-call “nauonal sex}
cunt.y’ mvestxgatxons. But so” far™:
“there is no ‘indication. that Reagarr
pla.ns -»to rela:'c' ’the’ survexl.ance*

-;.’ &
,.;\ . Establishment of the cm..rt:whxch
18 ompose([of seven federal judges;
“from: around the country; was'con
;sidered a’ ‘major. step forward from-.
. t.he old. dayswhen FBI. ‘officials, on]
T their own, could decide 'whose home
“Should be’ secrétly searched, Wwire-:
tapped or elect.romcally ovethea.rd.

J

32

|
. ligence Surveillance Court, a little=; !
f’known and super-secret arm of the” B
“federal Judlcxa.ry charged by law E
“with approving or.disapproving re
quests by U.S. intelligence’ agencxe
“1o'spy on A.mencan cmzens m thl -

... So ught is the secunty that only a- 4
“select few officials from the FBI,
. the Justice Department and the Na- )
nonal Security Mency may attend
% t.he court’s sessions. And, although
> it'is housed on the sixth floor at-Jii?-
“tice Department headquarters, the
“attorney general himself cannot en==3
* fer the court unassisted. He does no
“have the lock combmatxons.

-ﬂ?‘m it o N Y
~ PrmnceNotAcknowledged__
Tewe don’t even acknowledg
t.hat, the court is in this building,”
‘JustxceDepart.rnent sourcesaid. /.73
i Now almost two years old;: the-
F’ISC (as the court'is called): was
.created’ by,Congreas ‘to impose’’ a
_strict rule of law on federal law en-:
fcrcexnent. agents who operate, m-:
"side” the ;United; States” gathermg.

foreign mtelh,ence for, nationak'se~:
cuntynurposes.. CEE s Y

73 No longer can- FBragents oroth
er-mtemgence officers do ‘as they;!
dxd'm years- past-secreﬂy break‘,
‘mw homes* in ‘the ‘Uhited” States: i
thhout. courtapproval to tap tele<t

3% 'The vagueness of those old stan-
‘;dards led to: abuses that' ultnnately

resulted in sweeping. mvesﬂgahons* :

“of the. FBI and CIA.*As oné result)
"Mark Felt and Edward S: Miller;:]
ere convicted last -November on’
“charges’ that’ as FBI "officials- they;
“had-. ordered: illegal ~'break:ins :in ]
1972'and 19731n- searchmg for fugij

B «'Although- be surveznance cem't
‘was created to prevent such abuses;"

‘certain’ features:of the: court: have; f

dlspleased -both. conservatwes :an

J

+.The Washmgton-based Hentazee
Foundatxon, "a " conservative thinki} !
:tank, that has influence in the Reas3] &
‘gam Admimstration, is'urging thatZ 2
‘thelspecial court be abolished, Thé |
couft is:“constitutionally . repung::
nart and a judicial aberration,” the’;
foundation said inarecent report.

" l’rcsldenﬂal Duties Cited .

*': Sam Francls, who edited theHer-
itage study; said requiring all elec
:tronic surveillanices in natidnal se:
curity cases to be cleared by the
couirt tenda 1o infringe on the con- |

. %: Nat - Hentaft, - an=:ACLU :board

H wiretap” sub;ects <Was- ~éngaging .in;

STAT

: protec tnenation’s secunty"

. On: thé ., other  hand; 56mé. civil:
;I_xbertanans have criticized the spe-}
cial court for being, in-a sense, tog
expedxtxous,,too much;of a _rubber}
*stamp for;the mtelhgem:e agencies. } i
‘In their: ;only’ pubhc accountmg to’

:

‘3

4 'date," the: court’s judges’ said :last:

year: that-'they had:approved. 207,.
uses:of wrretaps*micraphones oy,
otheris mtmsxve:';devxces ;and. had |

?of the Amencan ~Civit; Liberties |
rUmon, saxd ‘the’court represents an
vimproventént over leaving national |
Fsecurity wxretaps,,}to, hé diseretion
‘of, the executxve branc 3

B A A
A-famous mstance ‘of this formers
discretion’’, occurred in 1969 when
'the admmxstratxon tapped theifeles:
‘phonesii;of ::13- ‘:Nationa} ¢ Security}
_Counctl employees and four News-"
‘me inan effort t detect the soiircéY
‘of news leaks about the then sec et
S. bombirig of Cambodia, = g
Some of the eretaps remained in:
‘effect for.r more than a year, but the3
:FBI later, acknowledged that: they
¢ had ‘provided no: eviderice: -against j
; anyone ‘After the incident - -came. to
!light during: the ;Watergate éra)’it;
became d House Judiciary Commits)
wtee.article of ‘irpe 'hment agamst.‘
!leon in1974. uiy PSS
s5:If the. smeiﬂagee. :court had ex =3,
sisted then,’the Nixon: White Hoise:;
..would have had to.show the special
;icourt there was * ‘probabie cause”.to,
ubeheve that each”of the- proposed,

£ cla_ndestme mtelhgem:e activlhe

P
Shaltuck despzte ,hxs-c nc
‘that. the special: cotlrt.is 2 markéd:
.improvement,nonethelesg’; ‘objects
‘that its seven judges were personal-
‘ly.selected by Chief Justice- Wan'en
E. Burger, All are regarded as g gen-
era.lly conservatlve.
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_ACLU’: Opposlt!on'{oldv, ALY
. In’ addition; Shattuek;: said #the
ACLU opposes wire;apping in} prins;
-cipled It's -virtually* impessible tol
:imit it so"that - ‘innoeent.. peoples~
conv'ersat.ions .are_mot! picked. up.;

“That's especially true if no ‘applica-
‘tions are denied bythiseourt, \vhibh
sofaristhetrrecord..;. S e R

member and columnist for the; Vilv
Jage Voice, protests the tatal =spr,
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